The forgotten stakeholders in the drug treatment system -its addicted clients JACEK MOSKALEWICz T hese two articles come from two different hemispheres.
The article by Berends and Hunter (2010) Unlike clinical advances, which spread around the world relatively quickly and where the diffusion is mainly delayed by financial constraints, systemic changes are often introduced at very different paces, depending on mysterious combinations of external and internal factors which either reinforce or resist the implementation of changes. The identification of these factors, and the assessment of their relative weight would throw light on the mysteries of systemic changes and pave the way to more rational changes of treatment systems.
The idea of centralised access, assessment and referral programmes for alcohol and drug addicts, described by Berends and Hunter, is not at all new in North America. In the US, the interest in such an approach was born as early as in the late 1970s, perhaps in association with a quickly growing alcoholism arena, which led to a multiplication of expenditures on alcohol treatment (Wiener 1981) . About the same time 
